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GLOSSARY 
General Definitions used with the CHAS 

Note: Terms not defined above may be defined in the specific instructions for each table. If a term is not defined, the jurisdiction is to provide its own 
definition. 

 
Affordable Housing: Affordable housing is generally defined as housing 
where the occupant is paying no more than 30 percent of gross income for 
gross housing costs, including utility costs. Affordable housing has a more 
specific definition for purposes of completing Table 5B. That definition is 
included in the instructions for Table 5B. 
 
Committed: Generally means there has been a legally binding 
commitment of funds to a specific project to undertake specific activities, 
or an obligation of funds to a State recipient. Expanded definitions for 
completing Table 4/5A are included in the instructions for Table 4/5A. 
 
Cost Burden>50% (Severe Cost Burden): The extent to which gross 
housing costs, including utility costs, exceed 50 percent of gross income, 
based on data published by the U.S. Census Bureau. 
 
Disabled Household: A household composed of one or more persons at 
least one of whom is an adult (a person of at least 18 years of age) who 
has a disability. A person shall be considered to have a disability if the 
person is determined to have a physical, mental or emotional impairment 
that: (1) is expected to be of long-continued and indefinite duration, (2) 
substantially impedes his or her ability to live independently, and (3) is of 
such a nature that the ability could be improved by more suitable housing 
conditions. A person shall also be considered to have a disability if he or 
she has a developmental disability as defined in the Developmental 
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act (42 U.S.C. 6001-6006). The 
term also includes the surviving member or members of any household 
described in the first sentence of this paragraph who were living in an 
assisted unit with the deceased member of the household at the time of 
his or her death. 
 
Economic Independence and Self-Sufficiency Programs: Programs 
undertaken by Public Housing Agencies (PHAs) to promote economic 
independence and self-sufficiency for participating families. Such 
programs may include Project Self-Sufficiency and Operation Bootstrap 
programs that originated under earlier Section 8 rental certificate and 
rental voucher initiatives, as well as the Family Self-Sufficiency program. 
In addition, PHAs may operate locally developed programs or conduct a 
variety of special projects designed to promote economic independence 
and self sufficiency. 
 
Elderly Household: A family in which the head of the household or 
spouse is at least 62 years of age. 
 
Existing Homeowner: An owner-occupant of residential property who 
holds legal title to the property and who uses the property as his/her 
principal residence. 
 
Family: A household comprised of one or more individuals. 
 
Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) Program: A program enacted by Section 
554 of the National Affordable Housing Act which directs Public Housing 
Agencies (PHAs) and Indian Housing Authorities (IHAs) to use Section 8 
assistance under the rental certificate and rental voucher programs, 
together with public and private resources to provide supportive services, 
to enable participating families to achieve economic independence and 
self-sufficiency. 
 
First Time Homebuyer: An individual or family who has not owned a 
home during the three-year period preceding the HUD-assisted purchase 
of a home that must be used as the principal residence of the homebuyer. 
 
FmHA: The Farmers Home Administration, or programs it administers. 
For Rent: Year round housing units which are vacant and 
offered/available for rent. (U.S. Census definition) 
 
For Sale: Year round housing units which are vacant and 
offered/available for sale only. (U.S. Census definition) 
 
Group Quarters: Facilities providing living quarters that are not classified 
as housing units. (U.S. Census definition). Examples include: prisons, 
nursing homes, dormitories, military barracks, and shelters. 
 
HOME: The HOME Investment Partnerships Act, which is Title II of the 
National Affordable Housing Act. 
 
HOPE 1: The HOPE for Public and Indian Housing Homeownership 
Program, which is Title IV, Subtitle A of the National Affordable Housing 
Act. 
 

 
HOPE 2: The HOPE for Homeownership of Multifamily Units Program, 
which is Tile IV, Subtitle B of the National Affordable Housing Act. 
 
HOPE 3: The HOPE for Homeownership of Single family Homes program, 
which is Title IV, Subtitle C of the National Affordable Housing Act. 
 
Household: One or more persons occupying a housing unit, (U.S. 
Census definition). Note: A special definition of household is used for 
Table 1B, Supportive Housing and Services Population. Table 1B 
Instructions provide a special definition of Ahousehold@ as it is used in 
Table 1B. 
 
Housing Problems: Households with housing problems include those 
that: (1) occupy units meeting the definition of Physical Defects; (2) meet 
the definition of Overcrowded; or (3) meet the definition of Cost Burden > 
30%. Table 1A requests nonduplicative counts of household that meet 
one or more of these criteria. 
 
Housing Unit: An occupied or vacant house, apartment, or a single room 
(SRO housing) that is intended as separate living quarters. (U.S. Census 
definition) 
 
Institutions/Institutional: Group quarters for persons under care or 
custody. (U.S. Census definition) 
 
Large Related: A household of 5 or more persons which includes at least 
2 related persons. 
 
LIHTC: (Federal) Low Income Housing Tax Credit. 
 
Low Income: Households whose incomes do not exceed 80 percent of 
the median income for the area, as determined by HUD with adjustments 
for smaller and larger families, except that HUD may establish income 
ceilings higher or lower than 80 percent of the median for the area on the 
basis of HUD=s findings that such variations are necessary because of 
prevailing levels of construction costs or fair market rents, or unusually 
high or low family incomes. Note: HUD income limits are updated annually 
and are available from local HUD offices for the appropriate jurisdictions. 
 
Middle Income: Households whose incomes are from 96 to 120 percent 
of the median income for the area, as determined by HUD, with 
adjustments for smaller or larger families, except that HUD may establish 
income ceilings higher or lower than 80 percent of the median for the area 
on the basis of HUD=s findings that such variations are necessary 
because of prevailing levels of construction costs or fair market rents, or 
unusually high or low family incomes. If income adjustments are made by 
HUD and the low income limit for the area is set at higher or lower than 80 
percent of median income, the middle income limits must be adjusted by 
multiplying the adjusted low income limit by 1.5.  Example: With a median 
income for the area of $10,000 and a low income limit adjusted by HUD to 
$7,500, the adjusted middle income limit would be computed as: $7,500 X 
1.5 = $11,250 adjusted middle income limit. 
 
Moderate Income: Households whose incomes are between 81 percent 
and 95 percent of the median income for the area, as determined by 
HUD, with adjustments for smaller and larger families, except that HUD 
may establish income ceilings higher or lower than 95 percent of the 
median for the area on the basis of HUD=s findings that such variations 
are necessary because of prevailing levels of construction costs or fair 
market rents, or unusually high or low family incomes. If income 
adjustments are made by HUD and the low income limit for the area is set 
at higher or lower than 80 percent of median income, the moderate 
income limits must be adjusted by multiplying the adjusted low income 
limit by 1.1875.  Example: With a median income for the area of $10,000 
and a low income limit adjusted by HUD to $7,500, the adjusted moderate 
income limit would be computed as: $7,500 X 1.1875 = $8,906 adjusted 
moderate income limit. 
 
Moderate Rehabilitation: Rehabilitation of residential property at an 
average cost for the project not in excess of $25,000 per dwelling unit. 
 
Needing Rehab: Dwelling units that do not meet standard conditions but 
are both financially and structurally feasible for rehabilitation. This does 
not include units that require only cosmetic work, correction of minor 
livability problems or maintenance work. 
 
Non-Elderly Household: A household which does not meet the definition 
of an Elderly Household as defined above. 
 



GLOSSARY 
General Definitions used with the CHAS 

Note: Terms not defined above may be defined in the specific instructions for each table. If a term is not defined, the jurisdiction is to provide its own 
definition. 

 
Non-Institutional: Group quarters for persons not under care or custody. 
(U.S. Census definition used in Table 2A). 
Not Rehabbable: Dwelling units that are determined to be in such poor 
condition as to be neither structurally nor financially feasible for 
rehabilitation. 
 
Occupied Housing Unit: A housing unit that is the usual place of 
residence of the occupant(s). 
 
Other Household: A household of one or more persons that does not 
meet the definition of a Small Related household or a Large Related 
household, or is an elderly household comprised of 3 or more persons. 
 
Other Income: Families or households whose incomes exceed 80 
percent of the median income for the area, as determined by the 
Secretary, with adjustments for smaller and larger families. 
 
Other Low Income: Households whose incomes are between 51 percent 
and 80 percent of the median income for the area, as determined by 
HUD, with adjustments for smaller and larger families, except that HUD 
may establish income ceilings higher or lower than 80 percent of the 
median for the area on the basis of HUD's findings that such variations 
are necessary because of prevailing levels of construction costs or fair 
market rents, or unusually high or low family incomes. 
 
Other Persons with Special Needs: Includes frail elderly persons, 
persons with AIDS, disabled families, and families participating in 
organized programs to achieve economic self-sufficiency.  This category 
does not include homeless.  (See Volume 1) 
 
Other Vacant: Vacant year round housing units that are not For Sale, For 
Rent, or Vacant Awaiting Occupancy or Held.  (U.S. Census definition) 
 
Overcrowded: A housing unit containing more than one person per room. 
(U.S. Census definition used in Table 1A.) 
 
Owner: A household that owns the housing unit it occupies.  (U.S. 
Census definition) 
 
Physical Defects: A housing unit lacking complete kitchen, bathroom, or 
electricity (U.S. Census definition used in Table 1A.)  Jurisdictions may 
expand upon the Census definition. 
 
Project-Based (Rental) Assistance: Rental Assistance provided for a 
project, not for a specific tenant. Tenants receiving project-based rental 
assistance give up the right to that assistance upon moving from the 
project. 
 
Public Housing CIAP: Public Housing Comprehensive Improvement 
Assistance Program. 
 
Public Housing MROP: Public Housing Major Reconstruction of 
Obsolete Projects. 
 
Rent Burden >30% (Cost Burden): The extent to which gross rents, 
including utility costs, exceed 30 percent of gross income, based on data 
published by the U.S. Census Bureau. 
 
Rent Burden >50% (Severe Cost Burden): The extent to which gross 
rents, including utility costs, exceed 50 percent of gross income, based on 
data published by the U.S. Census Bureau. 
 
Renter: A household that rents the housing unit it occupies, including 
both units rented for cash and units occupied without cash payment of 
rent. (U.S. Census definition) 
 
Renter Occupied Unit: Any occupied housing unit that is not owner 
occupied, including units rented for cash and those occupied without 
payment of cash rent. 
 
Section 215: Section 215 of Title II of the National Affordable Housing 
Act. Section 215 defines what constitutes affordable housing projects 
under the Title II HOME program. 
 

 
Service Needs: The particular services identified for special needs 
populations, which typically may include transportation, personal care, 
housekeeping, counseling, meals, case management, personal 
emergency response, and other services to prevent premature 
institutionalization and assist individuals to continue living independently. 
 
Severe Cost Burden: See Cost Burden >50%. 
 
Sheltered: Families and persons whose primary nighttime residence is a 
supervised publicly or privately operated shelter (e.g., emergency, 
transitional, battered women, and homeless youth shelters; and 
commercial hotels or motels used to house the homeless). Sheltered 
homeless does not include any individual imprisoned or otherwise 
detained pursuant to an Act of Congress or State law. 
 
Small Related: A household of 2 to 4 persons which includes at least two 
related persons. 
 
Substantial Rehabilitation: Rehabilitation of residential property at an 
average cost for the project in excess of $25,000 per dwelling unit. 
 
Supportive Housing: Housing, including Housing Units and Group 
Quarters, that has a supportive environment and includes a planned 
service component. 
 
Supportive Service Need in FSS Plan: The plan that PHAs 
administering a Family Self-Sufficiency program are required to develop to 
identify the services they will provide to participating families and the 
source of funding for those services. The supportive services may include 
child care; transportation; remedial education; education for completion of 
secondary or post secondary schooling; job training, preparation and 
counseling; substance abuse treatment and counseling; training in 
homemaking and parenting skills; money management, and household 
management; counseling in homeownership; job development and 
placement; follow-up assistance after job placement; and other 
appropriate services. 
 
Supportive Services: Services provided to residents of supportive 
housing for the purpose of facilitating the independence of residents. 
Some examples are case management, medical or psychological 
counseling and supervision, child care, transportation, and job training. 
 
Tenant Assistance: Rental assistance payments provided as either 
project-based rental assistance or tenant-based rental assistance.  
 
Tenant-Based (Rental) Assistance: A form of rental assistance in which 
the assisted tenant may move from a dwelling unit with a right to 
continued assistance. The assistance is provided for the tenant, not for 
the project. 
 
Total Vacant Housing Units: Unoccupied year round housing units. 
(U.S. Census definition) 
 
Unsheltered: Families and individuals whose primary nighttime residence 
is a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a 
regular sleeping accommodation for human beings (e.g., the street, 
sidewalks, cars, vacant and abandoned buildings). 
 
Vacant Awaiting Occupancy or Held: Vacant year round housing units 
that have been rented or sold and are currently awaiting occupancy, and 
vacant year round housing units that are held by owners or renters for 
occasional use. (U.S. Census definition) 
 
Vacant Housing Unit: Unoccupied year-round housing units that are 
available or intended for occupancy at any time during the year. 
 
Very Low Income: Households whose incomes do not exceed 50 
percent of the median income for the area, as determined by HUD, with 
adjustments for smaller and larger families, and for areas with unusually 
high or low incomes or where needed because of prevailing levels of 
construction costs or fair market rents. 
 
Year Round Housing Units: Occupied and vacant housing units 
intended for year round use. (U.S. Census definition). Housing units for 
seasonal or migratory use are excluded. 




