Attached is a letter that should be sent by local continuums and others to the House Appropriations Committee Members and Reps. in your area.  You can send it by email or fax.  All legislator email addresses are posted online at http://www.leg.state.vt.us/legdir/legdir2.htm.  Faxes should go to legislators via the Legislative Council at 802-828-2424. They'll deliver to the individual legislators.

The more messages sent from different people, the better our chance of getting the increase!

 

HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE:

  Martha Heath (D-Westford), Chair
  Mark Larson (D-Burlington), Vice-Chair
  Bob Helm (R-Castleton)
  Joe Acinapura (R-Brandon)
  Don Bostic (R-St. Johnsbury)
  Peter Hunt (D-Essex)
  Jim Hutchinson (D-Randolph)
  Mitzi Johnson (D-South Hero), Clerk
  Kathy Keenan (D-St. Albans City)
  Alice Miller (D-Shaftsbury)
  John Morley (R-Barton)
March ___, 2007

The Honorable Martha Heath, Chair

House Appropriations Committee

Statehouse

Montpelier, Vermont 05602

Dear Rep. Heath and Members of the Committee,

I am writing to request that your Committee add a $400,000 increase in funding for Vermont’s emergency shelters for the homeless, to be funded through an increase in the emergency shelter grant program administered by the Office of Economic Opportunity at the Agency of Human Services.

The Vermont Affordable Housing Coalition and the Vermont Coalition to End Homelessness have identified as a top concern the dramatic increase in the number of homeless Vermonters -- particularly families with children and working people -- who are taking refuge in homeless shelters. For example, OEO statistics show that homeless Vermonters spent 55,000 bed nights in shelters during the first six months of this fiscal year, compared to 45,000 bed nights at the same time last year. A third of those served were families with children. In addition, the lack of housing alternatives for people with developmental and physical disabilities and for those suffering with mental illness means the shelters are always full with long waiting lists. 

In addition, a point in time count of homeless Vermont individuals taken on January 25 will be released next week, and is expected to show that the number of homeless individuals and families has increased dramatically. 

While the demand for shelter has grown, so have the services offered at the shelters. In addition to providing shelter and food, they now also provide an increasing array of services such as counseling, case management, and even health care, which are targeted to help residents find permanent housing and employment.  

As the need and the services have both increased, so have the costs. Homeless shelters are coming up short in their ability to cover their own rising costs of utilities, fuel and operations.  At the same time they are attempting to provide homeless families with a leg up in the form of emergency assistance with rent and security deposits. It is a shame that state support for shelters and homeless services has remained nearly stagnant for over a decade. I hope you will agree that its time for this to change.

Thank you for considering this recommendation. 

Sincerely,

cc: Members of the House Appropriations Committee

